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Bo Diddley photo courtesy of Rolling Stone Magazine 
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/remembering-bo-diddley-1928-2008-68713/ 
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Each month a new topic will be spotlighted in this newsletter. The goal is for each school to 
have access to a consistent source of information to assist in the infusion of the African 
American experience.  This month’s topic is the African American musical tradition. African 
Americans have contributed to all areas of the musical landscape of America.  Spirituals, 
Jazz, Rhythm and Blues, Rock and Roll, Hip Hop and Rap were all genres of music either 
created or driven by the influence of African American artists.  

 

 

 



 
THIS MONTH’S 

TOPICS 

Resources 
Smithsonian Collection: Bessie Smith: Portraiture​- examine portraits of the Blues singer 
(6-12) 

Rolling Stone magazine Obituary of Bo Diddley​- local connection (6-12) 

Learning Black History Through Music​- brief lessons with links to massive number of songs 
(K-12) 

The Evolution of African American Music​- Brief PPT on history of African American Music 
form UNF (6-12) 

Roots of African American Music​- Smithsonian article with lots of links (k-12) 

History of Jazz​- Scholastic (3-5) 

NPR: Hip Hop: Today’s Civil Rights Movement​- article and audio recording (6-12) 

Teaching History Through Hip Hop​- article on using lyrics in history classroom as primary 
source (6-12) 

Lessons 
The Music of African American History​- NEH lesson plan (9-12) 

Hidden Messages in Spirituals​- PBS lesson plan(6-8) 

African American Spirituals​- (grade 11) 
 
Writing Biographies of African American Jazz Musicians​ ( 2-3) 

Jazz in American: What is Jazz​- from the Herbie Hancock Institute of jazz (grades 5, 8, 11) 

The Blues​- PBS series lesson includes essay “What is the Blues” (6-12) 

Hip Hop and Rap Music (6-8) 

The evolution of Rap Music in the United States​ (6-12) 

 

 

https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/bessie-smith-examining-portraiture/0a9rmJkTqbd3Nw3p#r/583029
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/remembering-bo-diddley-1928-2008-68713/
https://www.democracyandme.org/black-history-series-part-1-learning-black-history-through-music/
https://www.unf.edu/uploadedFiles/committee/AAFSA/The%20Evolution%20of%20African-American%20Music.pdf
https://music.si.edu/spotlight/african-american-music/roots-of-african-american-music
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/history_of_jazz.htm
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1178621
https://www.milkeneducatorawards.org/connections/articles/view/manuel-rustin-history-hip-hop-curriculum
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/music-african-american-history
https://www.pbs.org/black-culture/shows/list/underground-railroad/classroom/hidden-messages-spirituals/
https://historythroughsong.wordpress.com/african-american-spirituals/
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/jazz-writing-workshop-writing-30635.html
https://www.jazzinamerica.org/LessonPlan
https://www.pbs.org/theblues/classroom/lessons.html
https://nafme.org/wp-content/files/2014/05/Hip-Hop-Education-Lecture-Workshop-NAFME.pdf
http://teachersinstitute.yale.edu/curriculum/units/1993/4/93.04.04.x.html#b


READ MORE ON OUR WEBSITE  

 

https://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/AFAM_K-12

